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PROCEEDINGS OF THE BOARD. 



At a Joint Meeting of the Board of Supervisors of the County of Albany 
and the Mayor and Recorder of the City of Albany, held Dec. 2, 1851, under 
and in pursuance of the act entitled " An Act for the Construction of a Peni- 
tentiary. 4^:., in the County of Albany,^' passed April 13, 1844, his honor 
MayOT Perry chairman, and the Recorder, D. Wright, secretary. 

The Inspectors of the Penitentiary presented their Third Annual Report, 
accompanied by the several Reports of the Superintendent, Physician, and 
Chaplain of the Penitentiary, which were read. 

On motion of Recorder Wright, the following resolutions were adopted: 

Resolved, That the report now made by the Inspectors of the Penitentiary 
be accepted by this joint meeting, and with the accompanying documents, 
placed on file. 

Retoived, That the same be printed in pamphlet form at the public expense, 
under the direction of the Inspectors (in such number as they think advisable) 
for distribution among the city and county officers, and citizens of the county, 
for general information. 

Resolved, That the members of this joint meeting hereby express their ftill 
satisfaction with the institution of the Penitentiary, its objects, management 
and results, and that they behold with surprise and admiration the remarkable and 
beneficial effects of a system so superior in its moral influence and pecuniary 
consequences to that which preceded it, and which it has superseded — results, 
which, although anticipated, were yet uncertain, but now triumphantly realized ; 
and they congratulate the founders and advocates of the project on the fulfill- 
ment of their expectations and on the complete success of the enterprise. 

Resolved, That the thanks of the members of this joint meeting are respect- 
fully tendered to the Inspectors of the Penitentiary for the zeal they have mani- 
fested, and for their gratuitous services; and more particularly for the reason, 
that among them are recognized the projectors and first advocates and friends 
of the Penitentiary plan, who, under many discouraging circumstances, pledged 
their exertions for the ultimate success of a self-supporting institution of this 
character, and which has now been so happily realized. 

Resolved, That to Amos Pilsbury, Esq., the Superintendent of the Albany 
County Penitentiary, belongs the honor and credit of having achieved practical 
results, which, considering the class and the character of the inmates of our 
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Penitentiary, bas, it is believed, never before been equalled in this or any 
other coantry, and that for his invaluable qaalities and services as chief officer 
and head of the institution, the thanks of the members of this joint meeting are 
eminently due and are hereby tendered. 

On motion of Mr. Van Allen, the following resolution was proposed and 
unanimously passed, viz : 

Reiolved, That Amos Pilsbury be, and he hereby is, reappointed Superin- 
tendent of the Albany County Penitentiary, for the term of three years from the 
first day of March, 1852. 

Mr. Soothwick offered the following preamble and resolution, which were 
unanimously adopted, viz: 

Whereai, The term of office of Gilbert I. Van Zandt, one of the Inspectors 
of the Penitentiary, expires on the first day of March ensuing, therefore 

Resolved, That Gilbert I. Van Zandt, of the town of Watervllet, be, and he 
is hereby reappointed an inspector of the Albany Penitentiary, for the term of 
three years from the first day of March, 1852. 

The joint meeting then adjourned. 

D. WRIGHT, Secretary, 

ELI PERRT, Chairman. 
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INSPECTORS' REPORT. 



To THE Board OF Supervisors of the County of Albany, 
AND the Mayor and Recorder of the City of Alba- 
ny, IN JOINT MEETING ASSEMBLED I 

The undersigned^ Inspectors of the Albany County Peniten- 
tiary', beg leave to present the following report : 

Prisons of a disciplinary character for the most part are 
expensive institutions. Among the causes that tend to this 
result are the following : The sensitiveness of the public in 
respect to the competition that may arise betwixt convict 
labor and honest industry ; the consequent narrowing down 
of prison employment to overcome in a measure this objec- 
tion ; the rawness of the prisoner at the outset of his occu- 
pation ; the want of tact in stimulating his voluntary industry ; 
and the pre-eminence of discipline to any consideration of 
mere expense. The bare fact of expense in connection 
with well disciplined prisons, is of course more lightly dwelt 
upon than when it is developed in those of an opposite 
character. The tax payer in the former case, if not exactly 
satisfied, is nevertheless consoled with the thought, that they 
are more or less influential in staying crime, which is in itself 
costly. And if perchance, any of them should become self 
paying institutions, his satisfaction as it regards their fitness 
and excellence, would be more than feebly expressed. State 
prisons, wherein lengthened sentences are undergone, have 
a decided pecuniary advantage over penitentiaries. In the 
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fonner, the convict labors with a facility and adroitness that 
can only be acquired by considerable experience. In the 
latter, how much time is spent in needful explanations. In 
the former, there is a sort of permanence and fixedness as it 
regards employment, which enhances its value. No such 
properties however can be engrafted on that ordinarily pur- 
sued in the latter. Here, the scene changes with a quick- 
ness and variety that reminds one of a panorama. The six 
months prisoner just commencing, as it were, to labor ad- 
vantageously, vacates his bench, it may be, for one commit- 
ted for less than thirty days. There is an unsatisfactoriness 
in teaching one under some circumstances, which even a 
disciplinarian of equable temperament overcomes with diffi- 
culty ; for before his pupil acquires much more than the rudi- 
ments of his employment, he is discharged by expiration of 
sentence. If then, there be some ground for fault finding, 
provided a state prison does not sustain itself, the tax payer 
should be kindly disposed towards penitentiaries if found 
working out a similar result. 

The residents of this county prior to the erection of the 
Institution with which the imdersigned are associated, were 
grievously burdened in supporting crime. As the prisoners 
in the jail were imemployed, the entire cost of its maintenance 
devolved upon the county treasury. This might have been 
borne had it not been for other circumstances. But its con- 
dition and laxness of discipline ; the idea that it was inad- 
equate to the task of keeping under crime which was con- 
stantly on the increase ; such considerations, stirred some 
active citizens to move in the matter of a penitentiary. It 
was built. And its influence has been such, that had it 
been to this day a drawback on the county treasury, it would 
have been justly an object of admiration to every reason- 
able tax payer. But it is not presented in the aspect of 
dependency. By referring to the last report of the Inspectors 
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it will be seen that for the year 1850, it paid its way within 
$450*91. And the undersigned take great pleasure in sa)ring 
that for the year ending on the 31st of last October, its re- 
ceipts exceeded its disbursements to the amount of fUOlS-OT. 
This fact challenges admiration ; and more than this a com- 
petitor. It has achieved this pecuniary triumph, though 365 
out of 627 prisoners committed during the year, were sen- 
tenced for periods that exceeded not three months ; and out of 
the 365 above mentioned, the imprisonment of 159 varied from 
30 to 60 days, and that of 34, for terms less than 30 days. 
The question may well be asked, where is the prison to be 
found that has worked out under similar circumstances, so 
curious and interesting an arithmetical problem. The mere 
profitableness of prisons uncoupled with any remedial results 
of a satisfactory character, would indeed be a poor argument 
in then- behalf. But when one like the Albany County Peni- 
tentiary, has proved itself eminently successful in reference 
to discipline, it were no arrogance to dwell with feelings of 
pride on its prosperity considered in a mere pecuniary light. 

There is but one sentiment expressed by all who visit this 
institution — that of agreeable surprise. Its location environed 
with beauty ; the taste shown in the arrangement of the 
grounds ; the commanding appearance of the building ; its 
interior conveniences as a general thing ; the singular clean- 
liness of its cells, workshops, hospital, kitchen, &c. ; the ex- 
actness that is seen in all that concerns good management 
and discipline ; the general health and tidiness of the convicts ; 
and their submissive deportment whilst pursuing their occu- 
pations in unbroken silence — ^these are some of the thoughts 
that impress the visitant 

Whatever of success has followed this prison ; whatever 
of reputation it has acquired as a disciplinary school, through- 
out the state, and indeed in many sections of the Union — all 
are owing to the invaluable services of its Superintendent — 
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Captain Pilsbury. The undersigned speak advisedly on this 
subject. At the request of your Honorable Body, he left an 
adjoining state in which he had held a prominent position for 
many years, and entered resolutely on the work of erecting 
the Penitentiary. When completed, you confided its man- 
agement to his care. He has watched over it in its weak- 
ness and its strength. And his unwearied perseverance and 
singular tact in prison administration, which has been rarely 
equaled, has placed it in a most enviable position. His 
withdrawal from the sphere of his present labors and triumphs 
would indeed create a void that could not well be supplied. 
And the hope is indulged, that the authorities of this county 
may be so fortunate as to retain his services, which are so 
thoroughly appreciated by them as well as by their con- 
stituents. 

The report of the Superintendent shows, that the number 
of prisoners in confinement on the 31st of October, 1850, 

was - - - -- 147 

Received from November, 1850 to October 31st, 1851, 

inclusive 627 

Whole number committed during the year, 774 

Discharged by expiration of sentence,. , — 530 

" " the Governor, (pardoned,) 13 

" " magistrates, on pa3n[nent of fines, and 
for other causes,.—,-^ .... ., — 66 

599 

Number in confinement on the 31st of October, 1851, 

the close of the year, ,--,. 175 

Received during the year, males, -. 443 

females, 184 

627 
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Received from the city, - 347 

" " other parts of the county, 135 

" " 6 other counties, 145 

627 
Males in confinement on the 31st October, 1851,- - 115 
Females '^ " " " " -• 60 

175 

Of the 627 convicts committed during the year, all except' 
ing 43 were sentenced for terms extending from less than 30 
days to 6 months. Of the 43 above alluded to, 1 was sent- 
enced for 2 years ; 1 for 18 months ; 4 for 12 months : 2 for 9 
months; 1 for 8 months ; and 34 until bail could be obtained. 
Of the 175 in prison at the close of the year, 48 males and 31 
females were engaged in the manufacture of cane chair seats ; 
26 males in covering demijohns ; 13 males in the woodwork 
shop; 8 males in the manufacturing shoes; 11 females in 
making and mending clothes ; 13 males in grading land and 
other out-door work ; 11 females in cooking, washing, &c.; 
7 prisoners employed as waiters and cleaners ; 7 unemployed 
by reason of sickness. It will be noticed that aside from the 
making shoes, the occupations of the convicts were of the sim- 
plest character ; and yet out of the entire income of the institu- 
tion during the year, which amounted to $12,151*99, the sum 
of $9,344-86, was derived from several of the sources above- 
mentioned. And in this connection^ it is proper to add that 
during the year, from 10 to 20 convicts, instead of being em- 
ployed in the workshops in some form of remunerative labor, 
have been steadily engaged in grading, &c., the south road 
as it is termed, and in building, and filling in, the new bridge 
on the north side of the prison grounds ; these improvements 
so far as effected by them have not been charged nor credited 
on the books of. the prison. 
2 
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The undersigned in the prosecution of their duties, have 
statedly examined and audited the accounts of the Super- 
intendent, which have been found correct. The items therein 
charged, have been purchased with due reference to econo- 
my. In looking into the business concerns of the prison from 
time to time, it is no more than fairness to add, they have 
been greatly aided by reason of the method so observable in 
every thing that pertains to this branch of management. 
The books are kept in a clear, direct and neat manner, that 
would satisfy the most fastidious. By referring to the report 
of the Superintendent, it will be seen, that the entire income 
during the year ending on the thirty-first of October, 1851, 

was, $12,151-99 

Total amount of disbursements, 11,138*92 

Leaving a profit in favor of the Institution, at the 

close of the year of $1,013-07 

The sum of $2,000, has been received from the county 
treasury during the year, the greater part of which has been 
expended on the bridge above alluded to. It is a massive 
structure excellently well built. This improvement so long 
needed, adds very much to the appearance of the grounds. 

The Penitentiary, as is well known, was built with refer- 
ence to a further extension. Its plan indicates this. A 
period of over five years has elapsed, since it became ready 
fpr the reception of prisoners. And during this time the 
population of the city has increased to a very considerable 
extent. Though this prison has all along and still continues 
to be a " terror to evil doers," and all things being equal has 
diminished among us the number of criminals; still it were 
preposterous to claim for it, or for any other correctional 
institution, no matter how perfect its administration, the 
ability to root out crime^ When prisons acquire this power 
earth, \ye may expect, will be garnished with the moral beauty 
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of another Eden. If then the number of convicts in the 
Penitentiary is larger at the present time than it was some 
years ago ; there is nothing in this circumstance that reflects 
on its discipline. Moreover it must be remembered that a 
portion of its inmates come from other counties. As stated 
in another place 145 prisoners vv^ere received from this source 
during the last year. The tabular list of commitments, as 
prepared by the Superintendent, show^s that during the larger 
part of the year, for the want of adequate accommodation, 
from 30 to 60 of the cells were each occupied by 2 prisoners. 
It has been a matter of surprise to the Inspectors, how the 
Superintendent, and those under him, have been enabled 
under these trying circumstances, to maintain in all its inte- 
grity the high order of discipline for which the Penitentiary 
has become so justly famed. Nothing short of extreme 
watchfulness has counteracted the evils which otherwise 
would have arisen. It will be thus seen that more night 
jToom is needed. This will necessarily require an enlarge- 
ment of the building. The Superintendent, in alluding to 
this subject in his report, proposes to add to that part of 
the Penitentiary used for the accommodation of the male 
prisoners, 50 feet in the form of a wing, which will afford a 
sufficiency of room for 80 cells ; these with the present ones 
in that section would make in all, 176. The cost of this en- 
largement will not fall much short of $8,500. Again, the 40 
additional cells required for the females can be erected, in 
the opinion of the Superintendent, in the north section of the 
building as it now stands, at an expense not exceeding $2,500. 
The Inspectors after mature consideration would commend 
to your Honorable Body these needful improvements, with 
the hope that an adequate appropriation will be made to carry 
them out according to the plans herewith submitted. 

It is important that the prison should be more abundantly 
supplied than it is with pure and wholesome water. From 
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the report of the Superintendent, it seems that nearly for two 
months during the last season he was obliged to draw daily 
from 6 to 8 hhds. of water at a distance of about two miles 
from the Penitentiary. The present supply, though incom- 
plete, has been, until within a recent period, as ample as cir- 
cumstances would afford- It is well known that the trouble 
and plight to which the inhabitants residing in the upper dis- 
tricts of the city were subjected for the want of water, awak- 
ened the authorities to the importance of making a copious 
provision for the city at large. This noble enterprise has 
just been completed. That the Penitentiary should partici- 
pate in the benefits it will confer, can not be denied, The 
expense of bringing water from a point in Lydius street op- 
posite to the prison building, will not vary much firom $1000. 
If the extreme observance of sanitary rules would in itself 
render the hospital of a prison tenantless, the undersigned 
had been spared the noticing a single instance of sickness 
among the convicts during the last year. As a general thing 
they enjoyed good health. The report of the physician will 
inform you that 11 cases of delirium tremens came under his 
care during this time. This is a small number when it is 
considered that most of the convicts received, were of intem- 
perate habits. There were also 11 cases of ship fever. This 
malignant disease continued less than a month. Its brief 
continuance is ascribed chiefly, to use the words of the phy- 
sician, " to the energetic measures adopted by the Super- 
intendent in removing the sick from the well, immediately on 
the appearance of the disease, together with the clean, whole- 
some food and raiment of the prisoners generally." 5 deaths 
occurred during the year ; 1 fi-om convulsions, 3 from ship 
fever, and 1 from delirium tremens. 

Of the 627 prisoners received during the year just closed, 
165 could only read; 277 could read and write ; 185 could 
neither read nor write ; 562 admitted that they were intern- 
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perate ; 65 called themselves temperate ; 66 were over 50 
years ; 464 between the ages of 20 and 50 years ; 97 under 20 
years. Here as usual is seen the close association of igno- 
rance and intemperance with crime. How instructive the 
moral drawn from these facts? How many of these unfortun- 
ate beings alas, might have been now shedding around their 
pathways the brightness of an excellent example had their 
earlier days been blessed with religious and educational train- 
ing? The difficulties which have beset the chaplain of the 
Penitentiary in providing during the year for the moral wants 
of the prisoners have been of no ordinary character. Out 
of the 627 brought under his notice, 365 as has already been 
stated were not imprisoned beyond 3 months, and 530 were 
over 20 years of age. When in the hght of these facts the 
strength of bad habits and evil thoughts deepened bj' long in- 
dulgence is considered, not many cases of decided reformation 
could have been reasonably anticipated. They have attended 
divine service in the chapel regularly on each successive Sun- 
day morning during the year unless prevented by sickness; and 
been permitted during the remaining portions of that day, not 
only to read — such as were able — suitable books and tracts, 
with which their cells were supplied, but also to converse 
familiarly with the chaplain on appropriate topics and listen 
to his instruction. Many of them enjoyed these advantages 
for the first time. If a few only have been thoroughly re- 
formed it is to be hoped that many have been more or less 
profited. 

Reforms, as a general thing, are slowly developed. Men 
are apt to regard at first sight with distrust, new and start- 
ling theories which conflict with the popular ones of the day, 
and which, if practically carried out, will disturb existing 
relations. It is only now and then, that some leading mind 
can push its thoughts into the fiiture, and estimate with cor- 
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rectness the value of new and untried results. The truth is, 
public sentiment must be educated, as it were, by experience 
into the belief that a reform is practicable and necessary. 
This process of enlightenment is not the work of days, but 
frequently of a long series of years ; and until it is effected, 
we must expect that abuses will exist. It is not to be won- 
dered, therefore, that though the true theory of imprisonment 
has been understood for upwards of half a century ; still, 
that in its working, it is in some respects imperfect at the 
present day. What then are the objects of imprisonment, and 
what are some of the means best calculated to promote those 
objects ? Some reflections on these topics it is to be hoped, 
will not be deemed out of place on the present occasion. 
Assuming, that the deportment of the prisoner is proper, he 
should, before trial, feel as lightly as possible the weight of 
imprisonment. He may be a poor man ; and the support of 
a large family may depend on his daily labor. Perchance 
he is innocent of the crime unputed to him. He should be 
shielded from impure influences ; he should be permitted to 
labor ; well selected books should be placed at his disposal ; 
his health cared for, and to this end, exercise in the open air, 
permitted under proper surveillance ; his mere comfort more 
consulted than that of the tried and condemned ; the inter- 
course of friends within reasonable hours, and under proper 
regulations invariably allowed. The case here cited may be 
deemed an extraordinary exception to a general rule. But 
even granting that it is ; still there is nothing in this circum- 
stance to justify severe treatment before trial unless it is 
needed by reason of the bad conduct of the prisoner. For, 
all men are presumed to be innocent until pronounced guilty 
by the verdict of their peers. The unfortunate witness, im- 
prisoned for want of bail, should be equally as well cared for 
as tlie untried. One is apt to exclaim that this mode of ob- 
taining testimony flings a dark shadow on the statute book ; 
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but reflection teaches, that cases frequently arise, wherein 
the dearest interests of society would be jeopardized were it 
not for the enactment in question. Nor should the honest 
debtor fare worse than the witness. If in order to gratify 
the vindictiveness of a remorseless creditor he must needs be 
dragged from his fire hearth to prison ; then such provision 
should be made for his comfort as will compensate him in 
some small way, if it be possible, for the sacrifice of his free- 
dom. 

Imprisonment after trial and conviction, involves among 
other things, punishment in some form, which is designed to 
prevent crime, and to reform the criminal. The extremes 
from innocence to crime are marked by slow advances. The 
germ of crime in most instances may be traced back to slight 
violations of the moral law, such as quibbling, lying, disrespect 
and ingratitude to parents, and the like. One infraction fol- 
lows another, gradually wearing away the restraints of con- 
science, and acquiring as they advance increased strength 
and more imposing forms, until finally every good motive that 
binds one to society seems to have passed away. The pro- 
cess of reforming the practiced offender must necessarily be 
a slow one. His habits and associations — hard as the flinty 
rock — are to be broken up ! His soul, verging towards moral 
death, is to be replanted, as it were, with principles which, in 
proportion as they bear fruit, will inspire him with honest 
purposes. Short sentences, ranging from ten days to twelve 
months, afford not the requisite time to work out these im- 
portant changes. The leading object to be pursued in such 
case$ is to inspire the convict with dread. Though rendered 
comfortable in every thing that concerns his health, he should 
be made to feel that his imprisonment is an iron yoke hard 
to be borne. The more this lesson is impressed on his mind 
the less will be the chances of his recommitment In long 
terms of imprisonment, however, severe discipline may in 
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process of time lead the prisoner to contrition of mind ; and 
when this step towards reformation is reached, it may be 
modified in proportion as his feeUngs and deportment indi- 
cate his restoration to moral health. The imprisoned youth 
convicted of an offence such as stealing, house-breaking &c., 
requires a form of treatment essentially different from that 
of the offender of riper years. Whilst it should not teach 
him to forget that he is working out the penalty of his crime, 
it should impress on his mind the idea that his prison approxi- 
mates far nearer to a reformatory school than all other prisons. 
His reformation is to be steadily kept in view from the out- 
set to the period of his dismissal. Hence he should be more 
in the school and less in the workshop. His imprisonment 
must necessarily be somewhat lengthened. And before 
fairly venturing out in the world on his own account, where 
temptation will beset him at every comer, it were better be 
should undergo a sort of initiatory discipline such as appren* 
ticeship affords. 

In what respects prison management as pursued in our 
country is defective : whether it should be engrafted on this 
or that principle — are topics that must be passed over for 
want of time. It is evident, however, that our prisons would 
work out more intimidation and reform were it not for 
causes beyond their control. 

It is doubtful, for instance, whether much of a deterring 
influence can be brought to bear on the mind of a prisoner 
undergoing a sentence such as ten or fifteen days. Hope 
under these circumstances animates the soul and shuts out 
that despondency which may be reckoned among the first 
fruits of intimidation. No criminal it is believed should be 
committed to «, penitentiary for a term less than sixty days» 

Again, in our state prisons are found convicts who properly 
belong to a penitentiary. Those whose habits, though ex- 
ceptionable, are very far from being hardened in vice ; who 
perhaps took their £rst lesson in crime, under a passionate 
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impulse, or were entrapped into it by the cunning and double 
dealing of stronger heads. Though branded as felons, they 
have not yet lost all of that sense of self respect which once 
incited honest purposes, and a laudable ambition. Would 
not the chances of redeeming such, be against the state pri- 
son, and in favor of the penitentiary? Here, necessarily, 
less degraded, would not sorrow invigorate, as it were, self 
respect ? In such cases, should it not be left discretionary, 
with the court to assign the place of imprisonment ? Though 
this subject was alluded to in the last report of the Inspectors, 
still its importance is such as to justify a passing thought at 
this time. 

The practice of confounding mere poverty as such with 
crime should be discontinued. There is a taint about prison 
confinement which years of good conduct may not wipe out. 
The law in accepting a fine for certain assaults, &c., commit- 
ted for the first time, recognizes this fact. The greater por- 
tion of vagrants imprisoned in jails and penitentiaries, it is 
true, receive just condemnation. But in these prisons, are 
now and then found persons, charged and convicted of not 
having a home ; who have been rendered destitute by cir- 
cumstances, and not by choice. Such, if well, properly belong 
to the work house ; if infirm, to the alms house. It is mani- 
festly proper that the former should work out, if possible, the 
cost of their living. It is true that in cases of vagrancy much 
is left to the discretion of justices of the peace in choosing 
between the almshouse, and jail or penitentiary. But in the 
present condition of almshouses, the using this discretionary 
power amounts simply to a choice of three evils. The work 
house should be connected with the almshouse. Many under 
the roof of the latter, should be transferred to the former. 
They are vagrants, equally as much so as the imfortunate 
outcast who is hurried off to a prison. The expenses of poor 
houses in our cities, as a general thing, are enormous. And 
yet the tax payer is as inactive in studying out a plan of 
3 
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relief as he is busy in talking about taxation. Well may the 
poor house be called an expensive institution; for it vulually 
bids high on laziness. A class of its inmates it is true are driven 
thither by necessity — some of them are sick: others are 
infirm. It were cruel not to render such comfortable. But 
others there are who are stout drones, and who should be 
brought under the discipline of the work house. The poor 
house and the work house, though under the control of the 
authorities, should be governed by inspectors chosen without 
reference to politics. And these inspectors should be empo- 
wered by statute, to send down to a justice of the peace, 
able-bodied paupers with a view of having such committed 
to the work house, if found on examination to be fit subjects 
therefor. If this plan and its incidents for the provision of 
certain vagrants were adopted, it would serve to decrease 
taxation ; and what is of more importance, it would take 
out of our jails and penitentiaries those who ought not in 
justice to have been placed in either. 

But returning from this digression it may be observed, 
there are still more effective means for the prevention of 
crime, than legal punishment. 

There is one principle among others which in proportion 
as it is persevered in, has an important bearing on this subject 
While systems of discipline are steadily at work inside of 
prisons, it may be equally active in impressing its truth on 
the minds of depraved men living outside of prisons. It is cer- 
tainty of punishment following the detection of crime. If 
this plain truth were as clear to the mind as that two and two 
make four, our prisons would be less populated than they 
are at present. When one is preparing to commit a crime, 
or is busied in the very act, how often is he urged onward 
by the hope that he will not be detected. This hope is not 
a mere figment. Nay, rather it is suggested by a fact appa- 
rent to all, that though crime is detected, punishment may 
not follow. How important then, is it that the penal laws 
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should be promptly executed ? This proposition is too self 
evident to be proved. And yet notwithstanding its plainness 
it is practically denied by some persons. In our own coun- 
try for instance among a considerable class there seems to 
be less sympathy for society and more for him who has out- 
raged society. Any one who has fallen into crime is an 
object of pity. But this virtue should have an enlarged vision 
taking in the wronged, as well as the wrong-doer. Our 
commiseration for the criminal should not cover up the 
fact, that our peace and happiness as members of the social 
compact, are held by the tenure of law ; that property and 
life itself, is secure as crime is punished. This sympathy for 
the criminal sometimes assumes a melo-dramatic aspect. It 
is expended not so much on the criminal in rags, as on the 
criminal in " purple and fine hnen," and surrounded with 
influence : it sheds less tears for the small thief, and more 
for the one who has made some noise in the perpetration of 
his crime. It is not meant to be affirmed that this leaning 
as it were towards certain classes of criminals predominates 
in society. But there is enough of it to impair in many in- 
stances the efficacy of the penal laws. Again, there are some 
who though manifesting, perhaps, no more than a suitable 
regard for the prisoner, are opposed to the law under which 
he has been convicted ; and in this way — ^unintentionally it 
may be — ^render its execution uncertain. Allusion is here 
made to the opposers of capital punishment. There can be 
no doubt that uncertainty of conviction in such cases has 
swelled the ranks of murderers. This is not the place to 
discuss the propriety or impropriety of using the gallows as 
a means of punishment. The simple question is, should not 
the law against murder be executed with promptness as long 
as it stands on the statute book? As the law now is, no man 
has the right to enter the jury box, and under the promptings 
of conscience, persuade himself into the strange belief that 
while a jur3rman, he should be a legislator. If opposed to 
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the law in question, an enlightened conscience would teach 
him either not to serve as a juror, or if acting as such, to 
convict or discharge, as the facts in the case warrant. Khe 
convicts, instead of wounding his conscience he may the 
rather congratulate himself that he has discharged to the best 
of his ability, though under deep distress of mind, one of the 
most important duties of a citizen. The greater part of those 
opposed to capital punishment, it may be said, are excused 
from serving as jurors. But this circumstance while it may 
indicate the sincereness of their feelings on this subject does 
not remedy the evil under consideration. In a country like 
ours, laws unless sustained by public sentiment, are more 
valuless than the parchment whereon they are written. If, 
then, this sentiment among us is arrayed against hanging 
for murder, and in favor of imprisonment for life, let the for- 
mer be exchanged for the latter, if it will insure certainty of 
punishment in such cases. 

The free use of the pardoning power tends to impair the 
certainty of punishment. When judiciously exercised it 
throws its protection around innocence, and leads out of 
prison those who by reason of alleviating circumstances of 
a marked character have satisfied the requirements of justice. 
If it be granted to a prisoner after some years of confinement 
because he is under a long sentence, it would be better to 
diminish the extent of such sentences, that mercy may be 
withheld. The Executive clothed with this attribute, is 
constantly placed in the most trying circumstances. A 
mother 'neath the weight of age, pleads in heart-broken 
accents, and with the moving eloquence of tears, for an only 
son around whom her best hopes clustered. She pleads, 
and pleads again for that son. He is young, and though 
depraved, she clings to the hope that if restored to her, he will 
lighten the shadows that play mournfully around the evening 
of her life ; nay more, that he will comfort her, and provide 
for her, and cause joy to dwell once more in the house of 
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mourning. Such a picture is well calculated to move even a 
heart of stone ; still it is one that often meets the eye of the 
Executive. And yet, if that mother's prayer be granted, 
the effect may be, to sacrifice on the altar of crime more 
than one victim whose heart perhaps once beat with noble 
aspirations. The touching incidents that occur in so many 
applications for pardon — so well intended to lead captive the 
kindliest feelings of our nature — raises the question, whether 
the dispensing this mercy of* the law should be centred in 
one person. Those at the head of our state governments, it 
is presumed, would willingly share the responsibility of ex- 
ercising it, with a council formed for this purpose. 

Among other topics that might be appropriately discussed 
in this connection, is that of benevolence in bettering the 
moral condition of the needy. We have churches, Sunday 
schools, and common schools. But the blessings flowing 
from these sources do not reach many belonging to this class. 
They must be sought out, as were those, who were bid to the 
wedding feast referred to in the New Testament. Personal 
visitation among such — ^how excellent its purpose ? Unno- 
ticed it may be, except in narrow lanes or crowded courts ; 
but its laurels — ^how much more worth possessing than those 
won in the chase after worldly ambition ? The children of 

the needy How many are exposed to evil influences 1 

How many, if not brought under proper restraints, may 
sooner or later occupy our state prisons ? If such are not 
properly cared for by their parents, they should be taken out 
of the streets, and placed in asylums of an educational char- 
acter invested with the rights of natural guardians. In these 
retreats they would acquire practical knowledge and indus- 
trial habits. But such institutions are rare among us. If 
we are interested in multiplying churches ; in endowing pro- 
fessorships in academies and colleges ; in sustaining charities 
for the better class of the poor ; we should be equally active 
in hunting out from their lurking places, the destitute, 
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and in devising schemes peculiarly adapted to meet their 
necessities. 



All of which is respectfully submitted. 



WILLIAM W. FORSYTH, 
G. L VAN ZANDT, 
SAMUEL PRUYN. 



Albany, December 2rf, ISSU 
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SUPERINTENDENT'S REPORT. 



The Superintendent of the Penitentiary would respectfully 
submit the following statements, tables and statistics, showing 
the receipts and disbursements ; property and cash on hand ; 
amount of debts due the Penitentiary ; the number of prisoners 
received and discharged ; the number employed in each branch 
or department of business ; where and by whom convicted ; 
crime, length of sentence, age, nativity, education, habits of life, 
number in confinement at the close of each month, together with 
a general view of the transactions and operations of the establish- 
ment for year ending October 31st, 1851. 

INCOME. 

From Mvember Ist, 1850, to October 3W, 1851, 

Wood Work Shop : 

Stock and tools on hand, OctoberSlst, 1850,. $90 96 
Stock and tools since purchased, 58*69 

149-65 
Received and charged for work 

done, $1253-84 

Stock and tools on. hand, October 

31st, 1851, 100-24 

1354-08 

Exceeding disbursements, 1204*43 
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Shoemakino : 

Stock and tools on hand October 3 1st, 1850, . . 13*60 
Stock since purchased, &c., 72*82 

86.32 
Received and charged for work 

done, 315*60 

Stock and tools on hand October 

31st, 1851, 9-00 

324-60 

Exceeding disbursements, 238*28 

Chair Seating : 

Stock and tools on hand October 3 1st, 1850, . . 333*98 
Charged this account, 1544*83 

1878*81 
Received and charged for work 

done, 5538.73 

Stock and tools on hand October 

31st, 1851, 428*80 

- 5967*53 

Exceeding disbursements, 4088*72 

Demijohn Shop : 

Tools, &c. on hand October 3 1st, 1850, 27-50 

Received and charged for work 

done, 2549-60 

Tools, &c., on hand October 31st, 

1851, 24*75 

2574-35 

Exceeding disbursements, 2546*85 

Amount carried forward, -. $8078*28 
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Amount brought forward, « 8078*28 

Female Department : 

Received and charged for w ork done, 1268'54 

Charged this account, 1'96 

Exceeding disbursements, 1266*58 

Received and charged for board, clothing, care, &c., of 

prisoners from other counties, 2384'87 

Received from persons visiting the Penitentiary, and 

for fines, 289-55 

Balance of interest account, 13271 

Total amount of income, - - 12151*99 



EXPENDITURES. 

Improvements and Repairs : 

Stock on hand October 3 1st, 1850, 33-00 

Amount expended since, 244*66 

277-66 
Credited this account, 140-95 

Leaving for amount expended, 136-71 

Furniture : 

Stock on hand October 3 1st, 1850, 1265-88 

Expended during the year, 322-47 

1588-35 
Amount on hand October 31st, 1851, 1305-16 

Leaving for amount expended, - 283-19 

Amount carried forward, - - -. 419-90 

4 
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Amount brought forward, 419*90 

Clothing and Bedding : 

Stock on hand October 31st, 1850, 76805 

Purchased during the year, 962'63 



173068 
Stock on hand October 31st, 1851, 886*44 



Leaving for amount expended, 844*24 

Provisions : 

Stock on hand October 31st, 1850, 427-70 

Purchased during the year, 5417*94 



5845*64 

Received for barrels, &c., 101*65 

Stock on hand October 31st, 1851,. 376*65 

478*30 



Leaving for amount expended or consumed, 5367*34 

General Expense Account. 

Property, &c, on hand October 31st, 1850,. 104305 

Amount paid deput} keeper, physician, 
chaplain, clerk, assistant keeper, watchmen 
and for fuel, oil, and other expenses, 
charged this account, , 4705*93 



5748*98 
Received during the year and credit- 
ted this account, -- 72 50 



Amount carried forward, 72*50 5748*98 
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Amount brought forward, 72*50 5748*93 

Property &c. on hand October 31st, 

1851, 1169*04 

1241-54 



Leaving for amount expended, 



4507*44 



Total amount of expenditures, $11138*92 

Total amount of income brought forward, 12151*99 



Balance gained to the institution, 1013*07 



RECAPITULATION. 
Income : 

Wood work shop, $1204-43 

Shoemaking, 238*28 

Chair seating, 4088-72 

Demijohn shop, 2546*85 

Female department, 1266*58 

Board account, 2384*87 

Received for visitors and fines, 289*55 

Balan(^e of interest account, 132-71 



12151*99 

Expenditures : 

Improvements and Repairs, 136*71 

Furniture, 283-19 

Clothing and Bedding, 844-24 

Provisions, .... 5367-34 

General expense account, 4507-44 

Balance gained to the institution, 1013*07 

12151-99 
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STATEMENT OF PROPERTY ON HAND, 

October Slst^ 1850. 

Expenses viz : (ftiel, oil, horses, wagons, &c.,) 104305 

Clothing and Bedding, 76805 

Furniture in cellsand prison, -- -- 1265*88 

Provisions, (flour, hogs, rice, &c.,) 427'70 

Improvements and repairs, 33*00 

Chair seating, (benches, tools, &c.,) 333*98 

Shoemaking, (tools,) 13*50 

Wood work shop, (benches, tools, &c.,) 90*96 

Demijohn shop, (benches, &C.9) 27*50 

Increase of property October 31st, 1851, -- 296*46 

4300-08 

October 31st, 1851. 
Expenses, viz : ( fuel, oil, horses, wagons, &c.,) 1 169*04 

Clothing and bedding, 886*44 

Furniture in cells and prison, ... 1305*16 

Provisions, (flour, hogs, rice^ &c.,) 376*65 

Chair seating, (benches, tools, &c.,) 428*80 

Shoe making, (tools,) 9*00 

Wood work shop, (benches, tools, &c.,) 100*24 

Demijohn shop, (benches, &c.,) 24*75 

430008 
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STATEMENT OF DEBTS, PROPERTY AND CASH. 
October 3ht, 1851. 



Balance due on books and bills, receivable 
October 31st, 1850, 4826-03 

Balance due on books and bills re- 
ceivable October 31st, 1851,... 5686-46 


860-43 
296-46 


1156-89 
143-82 


Increase of debts due the Penitentiary, 

Property on hand as per inventory, 

October 31st, 1850, 4003-62 

Property on hand as per inventory, 

October 31st, 1851, 4300-08 


Increase of property on hand, 

Cash on hand October 3 1st, 1850, 

Cash on hand October 31st, 1851, 

Decrease of cash on hand, 

Amount of earnings and receipts above exper 


1663-58 
1519-76 


iditures, . 


1013-07 
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STATEMENT OF PRISONERS. 

Number of prisoners in confinement, October 31st, 1850,.. 147 
Received from November 1st, 1850, to October 31st, 1851, 
inclusive, *.. _ 627 

Whole number of prisoners in confinement during the year, 774 

Discharged by Court and Magistrates, 26 

Discharged by Governor, ( pardoned ) - 13 

Discharged by payment of fines to the justices or here; 32 

Died, 5 

Escaped while at work on the grounds, (outside) 1 

Sent to the Alms house, 1 

Sent to the Lunatic Asylum, 1 

Discharged by expiration of sentence, 520 

599 

Leaving in confinement, October 31st, 1851, 175 

Of the above number received, there were males, 443 

Of the above number received, there were females, 184 

627 
Of the number in confinement, October 31st, 1851, there 

were males, 115 

Of the number in confinement, October 31st, 1851, there 

were females, 60 

175 
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Employment, October 31st, 1851. 

Male Prisoners. 

Making cane chair seats, - — . 48 

Covering demijohns, &c., 26 

Wood-workshop, 13 

Shoemaking, 8 

Waiters in hall, barbers, &c., 3 

Insane and invalids, 4 

Grading land and other out door work, 13 

— 115 

Female Prisoners, 

Making cane chair seats, 31 

Making and mending clothes for prisoners, 11 

Waiting and cleaning in prison hall and house, 4 

Invalids, 3 

At work in kitchen, cooking, washing and iron- 
ing for the whole establishment, -. 11 

— 60 

Total, 175 

Crime. 

Vagrancy, 161 

Petit Larceny, -. - 156 

Assault and battery, - 100 

Disorderly, 134 

Breach of the peace, 29 

Assault and battery on an officer, 12 

Misdemeanor, _ ,. 13 

Malicious mischief, - 6 

Riot, 8 

Keeping a disorderly house, 2 

Attempt to commit Burglary, 1 
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MansIaughteFy 4th degree, . 

Grand Larceny, 

False Pretences, 

Embezzlement, 

Breaking jail, 



Total, 627 

Age when coBOfrrrED. 

Under 20 years, 97 

From 20 to 30 years, 214 

From 30 to 40 years, 153 

From 40 to 50 years, 97 

Over 50 years of age, 66 

Total, 627 

Term of sentences. 

2years, 1 

18 months, -- 1 

12 months, 4 

9 months, 2 

8 months, 1 

6 months, and flOO fine, 1 

6 months, and $60 fine, 3 

6 months, 164 

5 months, 3 

4 months, — 48 

3 months, 177 

3 months, and $20 fine, 5 

30 to 60 days, 159 

Less than 30 days, - 24 

Toobtain bail, - — 34 

Total, 627 
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Natives of the following countries : 

United States, 270 

Ireland, , 275 

Gennany, - -- 22 

Canada, . 21 

England, 21 

Scotland, ]0 

France, 8 

Total, .. 627 

By whom committed: 

John 0. Cole, Albany, 105 

S. H. H. Parsons, do., 103 

Court of Special Sessions, Albany, 119 

County, or Mayor's Court, do., 20 

J. B. Houghtailing, Watervliet, 29 

J. W. Byrne, do 40 

Martin Winne, do - 30 

J.Hart, do - 4 

P. F. Daw, Cohoes, 20 

Alfred Phelps, do 4 

J. A. McKown, Guilderland, 4 

H. A. Ostrander, do -. ..,-. 1 

George A. Leggett, Bethlehem, _ -. 1 

Cornelius Yanderzee, Coeymans, 1 

J. Brownell, Bern, 1 

Police Court, Troy, 80 

Police Court, Schenectady, - 21 

County of Schenectady, 1 

County of Columbia, 25 

County of Schoharie, « 8 

County of Saratoga, — 10 

Total, 627 

5 
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Habits of Life. 

Admit themselves to be intemperate, — 562 

Claim to be temperate, 65 

Total, 627 



Education. 

Can read and write, -- - -. 277 

Can read only, - -- 165 

Can not read or write, 185 

Total, 627 



From the foregoing detailed statements of the financial opera- 
tions of the Penitentiary for the year ending October 31st, it will 
be seen that the earnings and receipts have been. $12,151*99 
And that the whole amount of expenses have been . 11,138'92 



Leaving a balance or profit in favor of the prison of $1,013*07 

In addition to this, from 10 to 20 convicts and one officer, have 
been constantly employed in grading and finishing the road, on 
the south side of the premises to the Delaware turnpike. More 
than 600 loads of slate gravel have been excavated from the 
creek, and used for this purpose. They have also entirely re- 
moved the old bridge, and done all the ordinary labor of building 
and filling in the new bridge on the north side of the land belong- 
ing to the county, and in effecting other improvements for which 
no charge has been made or credit given to the Penitentiary. 

The whole number of prisoners received the past year has been 
627; being 129 more than was received during the previous 
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year. The number in confinement at the close of each month, 
has been as follows: 

November, males 86, females 46, whole number, 1 32 

December, males, 98, females, 56, whole number, 154 

January, males, 120, females, 55, whole number, 175 

February, males, 129, females, 55, whole number, 184 

March, males, 130, females, 49, whole number, 179 

April, males, 127, females, 41, whole number, 168 

May, males, 120, females, 43, whole number, 163 

June, males, 125, females, 56, whole number, 181 

July, males, 133, females, 58, whole number, ...-- 191 

August, males, 128, females, 67, whole number, 195 

September, males, 129, females 70, whole number, 199 

October, males, 115, females, 60, whole number, 175 

Thus it will be seen that during eleven months of the past year 
the number of prisoners both male and female, has been greater 
than the number of cells for their accommodation. There are 
but 100 cells for the males and 40 for the females. It has there- 
fore been necessary during the whole of this period to place in 
a large number of instances, and habitually, two prisoners in one 
cell. From 30 to 60 of the cells, have been thus constantly occu- 
pied. This practice is detrimental to the system adopted, subverts 
and counteracts every effort to benefit those thus confined, and 
but for constant watchfulness and vigilance on the part of the 
subordinate oflScers, would be destructive of all discipline. It is 
practicable to construct twenty-four cells in the area or space at 
the north end of the male wing, but it would not make the addition- 
al number necessary, besides it would interfere with and destroy 
not only the appearance of the hall, but lessen the space for light 
and air. If the authorities should decide not to have this space 
filled up with cells, as it ought not to be, an extension of the 
wing is necessary. An addition of 50 feet to the building, will 
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give room for 80 cells, which would make in all 176 cells in the 
block or wing, for the accommodation of male prisoners. The 
expense or cost of an addition of this description, will be about 
$8,600. 

It will also be seen that an addition of 40 cells is necessary 
for the separate confinement of the female prisoners; this additional 
number can be erected and fitted up in the north wing at a cost 
of about $2,500. 

It is also necessary to provide the means for supplying the 
Penitentiary with water from the conduits of the City Water 
Works, running through Lydius street. For nearly two months 
during the past season a supply of 6 to 8 hhds. a day, has had to 
be obtained from a distance of two miles from the prison. The 
cost of bringing the water from Lydius street with the necessary 
pipes and fixtures for conveying it into the different apartments 
of the prison has not been satisfactorily ascertained, but it is 
believed that one thousand dollars will be sufficient to accomplish 
this important and desirable object. 

There has been drawn from the county treasury the past year, 
the sum of $2,000*00. This amount has be^ expended as fol- 
lows, viz: 

For stone, lime and labor to finish bridge, &c., on the south side 

of premises, - $175*00 

Fire-brick for new oven, blinds in house, stone and 

timber for drains, 130*00 

Painting roofs of main buildings and workshops, 145.00 

Fencing materials, lumber for centres to bridge, cart- 
age, &c., 150*00 

Stone, brick, lime, cement, sand, mason-work, &c., for 

new bridge, 1,400*00 

$2,000*00 
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Nothing has been drawn from the county treasury the past 
year, for the ordinary support and management of the establish- 
ment. 

In reviewing the year now brought to a close, the Superinten- 
dent would acknowledge his indebtedness to the deputy and other 
assistants, for the zeal and interest they have manifested in the 
dbcharge of their duties. The discipline maintained, as well as 
the successful pecuniary results for the past year, have been in a 
great measure produced by the cheerful, prompt and untiring 
efforts and labors of those associated with him in the government 
of the Penitentiary. 

The system, operations and results, of the management of the 
Penitentiary, from its commencement to the present time, have 
been faithfully reported. Aside from the liability to extensive 
sickness, of bad debts, and the difficulty of obtaining suitable 
and profitable employment for the prisoners, the Superintendent 
can perceive no reason why a faithful and economical manage- 
ment of its affairs, will not be as successful in future, as it has 
been during the past year. 

All which is respectfully submitted. 

AMOS PILSBURY, 

Superintendent. 
Penitentiaby, Albany, Jfoveniber Ist^ 1851. 
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CHAPLAIN'S REPORT. 



To the Inspectors. 

Gentlemen:—" 

Agreeably to the provisions made for the moral and religious 
instruction of the convicts confined in the Penitentiary^ I may 
briefly observe; that the exercises of the sabbath have been regu- 
larly attended during the year, and also that the weekly visita- 
tions of the prisoners in their cells, have been continued as far as 
practicable. 

Of his private interviews with the prisoners, the chaplain has 
the satisfaction to say that he is uniformly received by them in a 
very kind manner, and has much reason therefore to hope that 
they have been seasons of not less profit to them, than of interest 
and pleasure to himself* 

To be able to speak of their views and feelings, with freedom 
and confidence, is a privilege often very highly prized. And it 
is obvious that to this class of persons particularly, nothing can 
be more desirable and happy, than the evidence shown of favor 
and good will towards them. And indeed it is very plain that, 
where an impression of this kind is not first made upon the mind 
of those whose welfare we seek to promote, even our best personal 
labors must be comparatively fruitless. 

For in the majority of cases these men can quite as readily 
distinguish between the mere form, and the true spirit of religion 
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as others; and are by no meaas slow to mark the difference of 
empty ceremony from the charitable feelings of the heart; though 
the condition and circumstances of their early life have generally 
been such as to render them perhaps less credulous in respect 
to many things of a religious character. 

But notwithstanding the suspicions they are found so prone to 
indulge, yet they are often constrained to acknowledge the eX' 
amples of piety which according to their own opinions they have 
occasionally witnessed. 

And this feeling, so prominently characteristic of the criminal, 
will be no cause of surprise, if we take the pains to enquire but a 
little into his past history and learn his ways, and reflect upon 
the position in which he has been placed by uncontrollable 
events. 

For it will be found, and far more generally than is commonly 
supposed, that to their lot it has fallen to conflict with more than 
ordinary trials, and that they have shared in no small degree the 
withering frowns, so ready to be inflicted upon the erring. 

The hard hand of poverty has pressed heavily upon some; 
disappointments and losses have been scattered along the gloomy 
pathway of others; or unhappy connexions have vexed and made 
miserable their lives; or perad venture, their bitter cup has flowed 
with sufferings produced by the hand of treachery and fraud. To 
none of these things are they altogether strangers; but must at 
least, be reckoned the common partners with others, in all the 
evils which haunt society. 

Hence it can hardly excite our wonder that scores of them 
should, at length become the victims of revengeful passion, of 
appetite and lusts. To these strong temptations, they have yielded 
and are fallen. And to the sad experience of a few of their 
number have been added all the calamities of orphanage; and 
with no kind hand to guide their youth, what else could they 
do, but wander in every dark way of falsehood and sin? 

It will be perceived therefore, that on no just grounds can we 
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withhold from these unfortunate men, the natural sympathies of 
humanity. He who possesses this noblest faculty of the soul, 
will never deny their claim to his pity, though it be mingled 
with grief for their folly. No, you must allow the bearing of these 
unforeseen incidents, numerous as their days, while you place to 
their account, faults and crime; and while conscience is left to 
perform its criminations, you must be willing to admit the blame 
that lies beyond its reproaches. 

But rightly to adjust these^things and strike the proper balance 
is a difficult task, and one of fearful responsibility, requiring a 
knowledge of the natural propensities of the mind and heart 
Thus only one course is to be pursued, in dealing with individuals 
of this description, if you would secure any permanently useful 
results. One needs an intimate acquaintance with the philosophy 
of human actions. 

And he must have patience too, and take by the hand, the 
stupid, the ignorant and the wicked, and lead him gently back 
to his first missteps, and point out to him plainly the relations 
men sustain to one another, and show if possible, the obligations 
of each to his neighbor, growing out of their mutual dependencies 
and wants. 

These are the things that most concern them to know, and 
which must be taught in all their details, and perseveringly en- 
forced, ere we can hope to accomplish in behalf of these our 
guilty fellow-men, any thing of the true ends of patriotism, or of 
the higher purposes of religion. 

The wisdom and propriety of these simple, but practical views, 
which it has been our aim to carry out in this field of our labors, 
will be perceived at once. And to this end, each one is supplied 
with a Bible; and excellent treatises are occasionally distributed 
among them. And also they have learned much on these varied 
topics from the pages of the little tract which they are eager to 
get. 

Indeed, the most striking illustrations of the real happmess of 
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social life, as well as the most direct appeals to the understand- 
ing and the heart, are contained in these little serious slips. To 
the bosom of many a young man, who had never valued the 
blessings of family and home, have they carried the solemn ad- 
monition and warning. For it was, in sundering the ties of 
friendship, and recklessly violating the sacred bonds that unite 
the interests of household and kindred, that their downward 
career and their troubles and sorrows first began. 

We would gladly state facts which have been gathered from 
the voluntary confessions of the young man, and no less from the 
blushing lips of the husband and father, but the disclosures would 
bring to light no new thing; and none will be disposed to ques- 
tion what is so much to be deplored in every community. 

The great principles on which all order, happiness and useful- 
ness depend, are seldom discussed in the circles from which the 
criminal comes; and being little understood, how could they be 
regarded, and their legitimate bearing upon the conduct and 
character of men seen and felt? In nine cases out of ten, 
the evil deeds of these men may easily be traced to the neglect 
of the needful discipline in their childhood, the conditions of 
which are so certain to graduate the attainments and standing 
of riper years. 

The work of the religious teacher, therefore, must consist 
mainly in efforts to remove false and destructive views, before he 
proceeds to establish the true ideas of life and duty. At least, 
your chaplain has gone forth with this conviction; seeking first 
to help his hearers to see themselves, that thereby they might 
be able to discern their own and others' equal rights. 

And he has received all the encouragement that could reason- 
ably be looked for. 

The Scriptures, which they are exhorted to read daily, have 
been the means of light and knowledge to some, who were pre- 
viously deeply ignorant of its doctrines, having never attended 
6 
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for any considerable time upon the ordinances of the sanctuary. 
And this fact deserves to be carefully pondered with reference to 
the term of sentence imposed upon the criminal; for from the 
very nature of moral influences, the prospect that good will accrue 
to him, is proportionably diminished with the limitation of his 
time of service. 

The divinely appointed instrumentality for the enlightenment 
and reformation of every grade, is the preaching of the gospel; 
and must be our chief reliance here. 

Of the deportment of the prisoners during the hour of public 
service, it gives me pleasure to remark that it is always respect- 
ful; and as a congregation, they seem attentive and interested. 

And they often refer to the opportunities with which they are 
favored, with feelings of apparent gratitude, while they lament 
their former misimprovement of them. And though all the good 
resolutions, formed within these walls be not kept, yet some are 
enabled to maintain with integrity their purpose, and by a 
course of well-doing have regained their forfeited enjoyments. 

In respect to the health of the prisoners, it is due from the 
chaplain to notice with special thanksgiving to God, that good 
providence by which this blessing has been bestowed in a remark- 
able degree upon all. With scarcely an exception, health has 
been enjoyed in a large measure. The attentions paid to this 
particular department have surely been crowned with signal suc- 
cess, and demand our grateful recognition of the hand of Divine 
Providence; while we cheerfully award due praise to those to 
whom is confided the management of the entire affairs of the 
Institution. 

But it is not expedient perhaps, to add more to meet the object 
of this report. The table of statistics will abundantly supply 
any deficiencies; for every item recorded there, is itself an argu- 
ment which the advocate of freedom and the principles of general 
civilization may at leisure draw out to any length. 

Thoughts that cover the whole range of educational influences 
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are suggested, and should lead to the more vigorous prosecution 

among us of these vital interests to both church and state. 

The above observations therefore, are respectfully submitted, 

with my corditil thanks to the officers for the many marks of 

respect I have had the happiness to receive from them on all 

occasions. 

T. R. RAWSON. 

Albany Penitentiary, J^ovember 1st, 1851. 
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To THE Inspectors of the 

Albany County Penitentiary: 

The undersigned Physician and Surgeon to the Albany County 
Penitentiary, 

Respectfully Reports: 

That the health of the inmates for the last year has been un- 
usually good. With the exception of ship fever, they have been 
entirely exempt from any contagious or epidemic disorders. Ship 
fever commenced thereon the 25th of May, and ended on the22d 
of June: during which time there were eleven cases and three 
deaths, I attribute the short duration of the fever mainly to ener- 
getic and prompt measures adopted by the Superintendent, in re- 
moving the sick from the well immediately on the appearance of 
disease, together with the clean, wholesome food and raiment of 
the prisoners generally. The next most formidable disease we 
have had there is that baneful disease of all diseases, delirium 
tremens; there have been eleven cases during the year, which is 
one-half less than last year, and but one death. There was also 
one death from convulsions, which took place immediately on the 
arrival of the prisoner, and before medical aid could be sent for. 
Much praise is due to the Superintendent and those under his 
direction for the kind and prompt attention paid to the sick of 
the Penitentiary during their sickness. 

Yours respectfully, 

BARENT P. STAATS, M. D. 
Albany, JVbvember 21, 185L 
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